Thoracoscopic enucleation of esophageal stromal tumor.
Gastrointestinal stromal tumor is a rare entity, especially in the esophagus. We report a patient with a stromal tumor of the esophagus who underwent a thoracoscopic enucleation of the tumor. The patient was a 61-year-old man complaining of slight dysphagia. A submucosal tumor of the middle thoracic esophagus was found endoscopically. The tumor was approximately 4.0 cm in diameter measured by endoscopic ultrasonography. On 17 May 2001, thoracoscopic enucleation of the esophageal tumor was performed using a Kodama Di-suction. The Kodama Di-suction was useful for the thoracoscopic enucleation of the submucosal tumor of the esophagus, acting as both a dissector and a sucker. The patient's course was uneventful after surgery. Histopathologically the esophageal tumor revealed a high cellularity, consisting of spindle cells, and the tumor cells were immunohistochemically positive for CD34 and c-kit protein, but not for a-smooth muscle actin or S-100 protein. From these findings, the esophageal submucosal tumor was diagnosed as gastrointestinal stromal tumor, distinguished from leiomyoma.